
 

Page 1 of 3 

Minutes of the 
Annual General Meeting 

 
Paris, France 

3 August, 2018 
 

1.  President Danny Luong called the meeting to order. 
 
2.  Each person introduced themselves and what city they were representing.  The attendance roster 
is attached.   
 
3.  President Luong reviewed the number of clubs that are current members. There are 76 current 
active members clubs out of the 104 Front Runner clubs, with 4 pending members. 
 
4.  President Luong presented an update on the process for creating a new logo for IFR, and stated 
that Malcolm of the Melbourne Front Runners club was working on developing designs for the 
group to review. 
 
5.  Richard Ervais presented information on the IFR sponsorship of the 2 runners from Kenya, 
Kelvin and Kevin, they were in attendance at the meeting and were welcomed. They each gave a 
brief statement with their thanks, and what attending the event meant to them. 
 
6.  Wayne Morgan raised the proposal to give Patricia Neil Warren, the author the the book The 
Front Runner (which was the origin of the name of our organization), an Honorary Life 
Membership in IFR. The motion was approved, and Wayne was going to inform Ms Warren. 
Action item to work out what will physically be presented. 
 
7.  Report of the delegate to the Federation of Gay Games. 
 
 Wayne Morgan gave an update on the Rainbow Flag Run, detailing the success of the 
events which took place in all previous host cities except Amsterdam and noted the extraordinary 
efforts of some of the members to make this happen, particularly David Reithoffer from Chicago 
and his aid in getting a run in Cleveland.  A question was brought up as to how to improve this 
process in the future, perhaps to highlight to host cities by including something in the bid process to 
future host cities to make them aware of the desire to host a Rainbow Flag Run in succesive 
quadrennial years. 
 
 Zander Ross gave an update on the runs scheduled in Paris and descibed some of the efforts 
made by him to bring the AIDS quilt to Paris. 
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 Wayne Morgan gave an update on Hong Kong winning the bid to host the Games in 2022 
and noted that there will be the additional running events of trail running, and a stair climb up some 
of the tallest buildings.  Noting that the Total Age Relay Teams (TART) events were approved. 
 
8.  Treasurer Clark presented the final 2017 treasurers report attached, which was approved. He 
also presented the 2018 budget and the YTD report for 2018. A 2019 budget was presented and 
approved. 
 
9.  Richard Ervais, the Communications Officer, presented an update on the activities to promote 
communications among the clubs particularly with the regional calls which take place in the 
Western US region and the Eastern US region. He was open to help set up calls for other regions 
should they like to do this. 
 
10.  During a break regional delegates met to elect their representative for the next two years.  The 
following regional elections were held and the results are as follows: 
 
 Western US – Danny Luong 
 Canada – defered as no members clubs were present 
 Australia and the Pacific – deferred pending communication with the clubs 
 Note the regional rep position for Mexico, Central and South America is vacant. 
 
11.  The election of FGG delegate for a 2 year term was held and Zander Ross was re-elected to 
that position.  
 
12.  The election of Communications Officer for a 1 year term was held and Andrew Sterner was 
elected to that position. 
 
13. The election of the webmaster for a 1 year term was held and Brian Keller was elected to that 
position.   
 
14.  Proposals were taken for hosting the 2019 AGM with the suggestion that it be held in New 
York City to coincide with World Pride celebrating the 50th anniversary of Stonewall. James 
Warren Boyd proposed that San Francisco host the meeting on June 21st, 2019 to coincide with the 
Pride events there. A vote was taken and San Francisco was chosen as the 2019 host city.  
 
15.  The question of restructuring the IFR officer position that was raised at the 2017 meeting in 
Miami was brought up with the discussion that having officers elected from the regional 
representatives may place to much burden on those serving and there was a proposal to research if a 
different structure would serve the organization better. Alden Clark volunteered to chair a 
committee to look into this and make proposals for the next AGM. This would require an 
amendment to the IFR constitution. 
 

16. The question of restructuring the IFR regions that was raised at the 2017 meeting in Miami 
was brought up with the discussion of the large number of clubs in the European region and 
the difficulties of language and the amount of work that entailed from that, along with the 
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question of separating the US Southern and Central regions due to the number of clubs. 
There was general agreement that this should be looked into,  Alden Clark volunteered to 
chair a committee to look into this and make proposals for the next AGM. This would 
require an amendment to the IFR constitution. 

 
17. December 9-14 in Durban South Africa   
 

18. Yannick Asselin, from the Hong Kong club, gave a brief presentation on the status of the 
upcoming games in 2022 to take place in Hong Kong. 

 
19. The meeting was adjourned, and there followed a discussion session where members of various 
clubs talked issues in their clubs. These topics were the integration of walkers and runners, 
increasing women membership, and making them visible in communications. The need to have 
diversity of leadership, the possibility of bringing in other sports groups, the transition from paper 
newsletters to electronic communication. A key element here was to keep people involved. The 
possible use of Square Space. Also how to get people to serve, and whether having a womens 
postion helps to promote womens membership. 


